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This l e e r  provides addiuonal information on the rechzracterization of the laundry wzstz 
w a m  that originates in Building 778. This subject was discussed with  our s tdf  several 
times in February and M v c h  1992. This letrer also provides an update bn  Resource 
Consenation and Recovery Act (RCP?)  Contingency hplementauon Report No. 91-030. 
The origLplal hazardous waste determination of laundry wwte w a m  has been revised in 

On Novembei 28, 1986, the Rocky Flats Plant ( R R )  applied for interim starus for a 
number of hazardous wzste treatment and storage sites at the plmt. At that rime Laundry 
WZSE Water was characmized a RCRA regulated hzzardous wasste. Analysis of this 
w a l e  sueam hw histoncdly shown evidence of organic solvents (up to 703 pDb). It is 

during degrezsing, machining, painting: ma other rouiine opcrations talclng place at the 
plant. AS p ~ i  of the cumnt w2se minunization progim practiced at W, the \'as: 
majoriry of h e  regulated solvent use h a  been eliminated. Howeve:, recent anzlysis of the 
U w u t e  strean (conducted curing h z  shut-down period) hzs xwzded the presence of 
i/-c;.c ~ ~ SdVeZK ar approxi?laEly 4.0 ppb. Past intqrerar ions of h e  mixtuiz rule have led a!,ait 

operators to m a a g e  the wu te  s u e m  zs E hzzvdous  w a x .  Since here a e  no 
concenuztion-bzxd sruldaids for rhis rule, this w u t e  s u e m  h a  .ken manzzed 2s FO91 

We now believe those intezremions to be overly conxnvative and therefore inzpprcpriate. 
Our curp,n: position is thzt &is wzste smm dws not m x t  the definition of a R C U  
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2nd FOCI2 spent solvent w a t .  

1 j re_ruht .d  hamdous  wzxz for the following rczsons: 
- = a z c r ~ y r p r \ ;  I .  I ~ 

I 1  2 L 'E,- * Tne soiled I ~ ~ n a r y  (coveras.  undergannents, and toweis) is put back into use Z f w  
laundering 2nd herefore does not m e !  h e  aefinirion of 2 soiid w2s1e. Tnu, the 
laundry is not a hazardous w'zste when i t  enms the laundry process. Since the soiled 
laundry is not a h m d o u s  w z s t ,  h e  mixture rule 00s not apply 2nd the zsulting 
W e a t e  w2er wouid odly be h m d o u s  if it exlibiEd 2 characcristic of 2 h ~ z z r d o u  
~ z x e .  Eased on 2 recent malysis, this w u t e  S L X ~  does not exhibit any of ~. . e  four 
h 2 a K i  0 as %'Zs t e c h 2i-2: !E ris Li cs . 
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R c e n t  guidance issucd by the U. S. En\5ronmen7al P r o t d o n  ,4_cency s'dm hat  the 
s ~ n i  solvenL iisGngs apply only 10 wzstes ha t  m gznncratcc when the solvents are used 
fj: heir SO! \Y~:  PioPr r iS  m d  CZUI no longei be EA or E U X ~  without reclamation. 
I ne sp-nt solvent listing does not apply IO w z s t  smms thar mzy b x o m e  
contaminated with solvents during processing oi  manufacturing. The laundry tirarer is 2 
process umte srpvam that has b c n  concminated with 2 soivcnr constimenL, not a hred 
spmt solvent. Tnerefore the mixture rule does not apply. 
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B x d  on this information and the subsequent hazardous wzste determination, laundry 
waste u*ater produced in 3uilding 778 and collecred in Building 732 will no longer be 
managed as 2 RCR4 regulated hazardous u ~ ~ e .  Acrjon will be initiatd 10 remove the 
Building 778 and 732 facilities from the RCRA Pan B applications. Thc lint and debris 
generated during the laundry process also will not be managed as a hazardous waste. 
Additionally. similar w a w  streams expected to be generated in the new laundry (Building 
565), when it is placed in senrice i n  the future, will 'E managed as non-RCk4 regulated 
hzzzrdous MYSE. 

On Octo*kr 24, 1991, the RCRA Contingency Plan w z  implcmened in Building 732 
which contains the tank that receives and stores laundry water from Budding 778. The 
plan wzi implemented because insppvcnor! of the rank's secondary containment found 
cracks in the paint which serves as the impermeable barrier. As dixus.scd above, at the 
dme the c o n t i n p c y  plan w z  implemented, it ws thought that the laundry WZSE water 
u'2s R C M  qaulzted. Contingency Implementation Repon 91-030 was prepared and 
compensatory actions were adopted to aliow continued use  of h e  tank. 

... S i x e  the WEX w a ~ r  has subsequently been deermined to non-hazardous (a discussed 
abovc), m d  thercfoPy it is not regulaed, the corrective actions discusszd in tho, 
impismenration report will no longer be cvried out. CorseauenUy, no further reponing on 
in5 s z t u  o f  IYA conringency i m p l e m e n a i o n  r e~on  \\-ill be subinitEd, unless CDX 
PC u SLS ad a i ri OR 21 ii iom, 2Gon. 

.L;'vou have my Qustions,  p l e ~  con'~2ci Tom Luj:om. at 966456'1 or Frzd Gpvidpvmz! at 
9 66- 6203. 
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